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(February 2020 to April 2020) 

My prayers and good wishes to you all for this coming New Year of 2020. Who would 

believe that 20 years could have passed so quickly since the turn of the millennium in 2000!  

At the time of writing this Newsletter, we are all no doubt overwhelmed and appalled by 

the catastrophic bushfires that have destroyed so much of our beautiful land in huge 

swathes across Victoria and NSW and Queensland and South Australia and other places in 

the past two to three months. So many homes and farms and businesses have been 

destroyed and lives tragically lost. There have been huge stock losses, and hopes and 

livelihoods devastated. On top of all this, there have been millions of hectares of bushland 

burnt and vast numbers of wildlife killed or injured, with some species now possibly facing 

the edge of extinction. 

It is a catastrophe of immense proportions. The suffering and pain and anger will continue 

on for many months, even years, as people seek to somehow start anew and refashion 

their lives, and rebuild their shattered hopes and dreams. I have been involved in a 

relatively small way, both at a Diocesan Level and more locally as a Victorian Council of 

Churches trained and accredited Emergency Counsellor and Support Chaplain at the 

Morwell Emergency Relief Centre at Kernot Hall, when it was open and in operation.                                                                                                                                    

Other than this current major focus of our lives, in the past three months many other things 

have taken place since my last Newsletter to you at the beginning of November last year. 

• The Parish Annual General Meeting was held on Sunday 17th November following 

the one service for the day at 9am. I provided my Rector’s Annual Report which was 

well received except for the major embarrassment of realizing too late that I had 

completely forgotten to include my nearly three-months Long Service Leave period 

and to give due recognition to the wonderful caring ministry that Fr Bruce Charles 

gave as the Parish Locum during that time. I asked that a special addendum be added 

to my Report to cover this major oversight and that Fr Bruce’s caring leadership and 

ministry be acknowledged. Indeed, Fr Bruce often gave over and above what was 

expected of him in his paid locum allocation of three days a week. At the AGM, all 

Parish positions were filled without any need for an election and with no position 

vacancies. The Rector’s Warden is Sandra Wagner, and the People’s Wardens are 

Lesley Schulz and Lorraine Peake. The Parish Treasurer remains the same under the 

careful eye of the indefatigable Lyle Hopkins and the Parish Council Secretary also 

remains the same with Pam Remington-Lane. There are twelve other members on 

Parish Council besides the three Wardens. 

• Our Parish’s “Fossick and Find” Opportunity Shop had its annual volunteers thank 

you Christmas Dinner at the Morwell Top Pub. It was a great evening organised by 

the Op Shop Managers Sandra Wagner and Noel Sutton. We do say, on behalf of the 

parish, a big thank you to all the many volunteers who help in so many ways to make 



the Op Shop such a vibrant place of caring Community Outreach. A special thank you 

to our volunteer Op Shop managers Sandra and Noel and to the assistant manager 

Felicity Knight. A big thank you to the many volunteers who help at the shop front 

and back of house sorting and pricing, and to our van collection drivers Murray 

Ferguson and Bill Viney who travel as far as Heyfield and Rosedale to collect 

donations. Our Parish, and I am sure our Morwell Community, are indebted to all our 

volunteers for their generosity of time and commitment. 

• The Parish Annual Carol Service was held on Sunday night the 22nd December and 

was very well attended. The Latrobe City Brass Band gave us the musical backing for 

the carols with their usual enthusiasm and energy. It is so wonderful to see the Brass 

Band thriving with many new younger members which is a great credit to the Band 

Conductor, Joe Bonnici. A lovely supper was provided by parishioners for the band 

and those who came to enjoy the carols and a great time of fellowship was had by all. 

The Band members remarked that this was their favourite ‘gig’ of all the concerts 

they did around Christmas. 

• The other Christmas Services all went well though numbers were significantly down, 

except for the Carol Service, because so many parishioners and others were away 

travelling or visiting family. 

• Our Annual Australia Day Services were held on the actual day of January 26th as it 

was a Sunday this year. The Church was colorfully and beautifully decorated with 

flags and with Australiana and with aspects of our Aboriginal First Nations heritage. 

Our Associate Priest and the local Anglican Koori pastor, the Reverend Kathy Dalton, 

was invited to give the sermon this year, which was a very big challenge for her given 

her understandable ambivalence concerning observing this day. However, as a parish 

observance, I have always acknowledged the pain and trauma that colonization has 

brought to the First Nations peoples and the subsequent devastation to their culture 

and spirituality and to their language and pride as a people. We also acknowledge the 

almost total loss of their ancestral lands and the appalling decimation of their 

peoples by massacre and disease. Kathy gave a well- researched and most interesting 

interactive type of address which encouraged parishioners to be involved in the 

meaning of Australia Day from the point of view of the history of the First Nations 

Peoples. It was clearly appreciated by all. Kathy’s daughter Vanessa and three of her 

grandchildren were present at both services and processed in and out of the church 

playing clapsticks                                                                                                                               

After coffee time, a Parish Picnic followed for those who wished to join us at Kernot 

Lake and it was a good gentle time of relaxation and fellowship. 

• Congratulations to Rae Billing and Max Tresidder who have announced their 

engagement to be married at St Mary’s in mid-February (see later) and 

congratulations to Kathy Thornton who celebrated her 85th Birthday. Also, 

congratulations to Val Lawrence who has been appointed as an accredited Volunteer 



Pastoral Care person at St Hilary’s Aged Care Home and was commissioned by me for 

that role on Sunday January 12th.  

• On that same Sunday, we also rejoiced in the Baptisms of two of our young South 

Sudanese children, Isabella Kuti and Joel Adam.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Sadly, in the past three months, one of our most beloved and hard-working 

parishioners, Leonie Pryde, died quite suddenly after many years of struggle with 

heart and blood pressure problems. Leonie had served on Parish Council, as a long-

term volunteer at the Op Shop, and as a very active member of Caritas and Mothers’ 

Union in the Parish and in the Diocese. We do miss her greatly particularly her sense 

of humour and her “off the cuff” comments which could sometimes be a bit 

confronting and her wonderful plates of sandwiches, especially her egg sandwiches, 

which were always very popular at any Parish function. We also had the funeral of a 

great Yinnar identity Bill Welsh who was married at the old St Mary’s in Chapel Street 

and very recently the funeral of Daphne Sherriff who was very much an important 

part of our St Hilary’s monthly Communion congregation. 

What is coming up in the next three months at St Mary’s from February to April 2020? 

• It is with joy we congratulate the Reverend Brenda Burney on being appointed as the 

new Archdeacon of the Eastern Region of the Diocese. She has had a real baptism of 

fire quite literally as most of her region was engulfed by flames over the 

Christmas/New Year period. She will be collated as Archdeacon on Saturday 1st 

February at St Paul’s Cathedral Sale together with the Ordination of a Deacon as well. 

Brenda was a parishioner at St Mary’s as a teenager/young adult and there she met 

her husband Rod who is the son of our beloved Mollie Burney. 

• The wedding of Rae Billing and Max Tresidder will take place at St Mary’s on 

Saturday 15th February at 2pm. We all know Rae very well and have got to know Max 

well too over the past 18 months or so as he has become a regular parishioner with 

Rae both on Sundays and on Wednesdays. We hope they are blessed and continue to 

support and complement each other as their lives progress into the future. 

• An Epiphany Conversation at the Abbey at Raymond Island on Friday 21st February 

from 10am to 3,30pm. Cost $20 per person with lunch provided. This is a joint 



Anglican/Roman Catholic event and includes two great leading theological speakers. 

It was a great occasion last year and many will probably want to enjoy being at this 

event again. 

• Ash Wednesday this year falls on Wednesday February 26th and there will be, as 

usual, two services at 10am and 5pm which will include the traditional imposition of 

ashes made by burning the palm crosses returned from last year. This year, I am sure, 

this action will have deeper meaning and poignancy as so much of our Diocese will be 

covered with ashes at this time from the horrific bushfires. 

• The five-week period of Lent starts immediately after Ash Wednesday, and there will 

be the usual Lenten Discussion Group for those who wish to attend after the 10am 

Service of the five Sundays in March from around 11.15am to just after midday. All 

are welcome. The study book is planned to be a study prepared by the Melbourne 

Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral and will cost $22 each. 

• A Quiet Day at St Mary’s for the Anam Cara Community will be held on Saturday 

14th March from 9.30am to 3.30pm (BYO lunch). The usual donation will be $15, or 

whatever you can afford. I will be leading the Quiet Day with two presentations 

probably on the theme of “Art and faith” All are welcome to attend. 

• An Information Session on Education for Ministry (EFM) will be held at St Mary’s on 

Saturday 21st March principally led by Jamie Millar one of our own parishioners who 

attends St Mary’s when he is staying at his farm just out of Moe. He is a well-known 

EFM facilitator in Melbourne. EFM is already known to some of you. It is a course 

designed to enable and empower Lay People in their faith. This day is open to all to 

come and listen and hear what EFM is all about. 

• In my role as a Canon of the Cathedral I have been asked to preach at St Paul’s 

Cathedral Sale at the morning services on Sunday 29th March. The Reverend Kathy 

Dalton will take the services at St Mary’s for this Sunday. 

• A Parish Confirmation Service will take place at St Mary’s on Palm Sunday 5th April at 

which our Bishop, the Right Reverend Dr Richard Treloar, will be the presiding 

Bishop. It has been decided to hold only one service on that Sunday at 10am and 

that a Parish Luncheon will follow to which all parishioners are asked to bring some 

food, either a main course and/or a dessert. It is anticipated that there may be 

around six people being confirmed including one adult, Ray Naidu, and five teenagers 

made up of Chelsie Holt and four of Kathy Dalton’s family including her daughters 

Vanessa and Kiah., and grandchildren Zipporah and Zenphaniah. There will also be 

two baptisms of Kathy’s younger granddaughters, Noka and Ursula. This Sunday is 

also the end of Daylight Saving early that Sunday morning so clocks will need to be 

turned back one hour. 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES                                                                                  1) 

Maundy Thursday 9th April with a service at 7pm celebrating the Last Supper and the 

Stripping of the Altar ready for Good Friday                                                      



• Good Friday 10th April with a service at 10am. It is a very meaningful and moving 

non-communion service called the Good Friday Liturgy and there will be the 

traditional Hot Cross Buns afterwards.                                                

•  Easter Eve 11th April with a service at 8pm. This will be the first Mass of Easter with 

the lighting of the new fire of Easter and blessing of the Paschal Candle.                                                                                                                       

Easter Day 12th April with services at 8am and 10 am. 

• The Annual Clergy Conference, which is for all Gippsland Diocesan Clergy, will be 

held at Raymond Island at The Abbey from Monday 27th April to Thursday 30th April. 

Both Kathy and I hope to attend. 


