
STEWARDSHIP – WHAT IS YOUR CHRISTIAN FOOTPRINT ON THE WORLD?                          

(Sermon for Sunday 6th September 2020 – Pentecost 14 & Stewardship Sunday) 

Exodus12:1-14; Romans 13:1-10; Matthew 18:10-20) 

I have elected to call this Sunday our Parish Stewardship Sunday. I usually do this sort of 

focus in early September each year just before the end on the Church’s financial year, 

which is at the end of September. Our AGM, or Annual General Meeting, this year is set for 

November 15th, and it will of course be my final and actually my sixth AGM with you. The 

new offertory giving envelopes for 2021 will be available sometime early November, and 

they will start from the beginning of December.                                                                                                                  

What does the word Stewardship mean for you?                                                                                      

A couple of weeks ago, on our St Mary’s Day, (which we had to celebrate alone in our own 

homes) my sermon focused on hospitality and welcome, and on the challenge of inviting 

new people into our Parish Community. This is a foundational part of our Christian 

Stewardship. Our attitude to all aspects of Stewardship is a vitally important indicator of 

who we are as people of faith, and of what importance we give to the accountability of our 

own personal life and its imprint on our local community and especially this Christian 

community here at St Mary’s Morwell.                                                                                                            

One of the regular buzz phrases that we have heard many times during the Climate Change 

Debate is “What is your Carbon Footprint on the world?” That is, in what way do your 

lifestyle choices positively or negatively affect the health and well-being of the local 

environment around you and indeed of our planet? Most of us, I think, have probably given 

some thought and energy in trying to reduce our Carbon Footprint in our own lives by more 

careful use of essential utilities such as water, electricity, gas and petrol, and by the more 

careful disposal of household waste, especially the recyclable kind. Indeed, Opportunity 

Shops have become great examples of recycling objects and clothing that are still very 

useful, and of thus allowing people to buy cheaply good used items that they may need. It is 

also, of course, a very important way of raising much needed funds for our own Parish.  

I trust you are aware that we as a Parish get absolutely no assistance from the Diocese, or 

indeed anywhere else, in paying my salary and in meeting other payments of the Parish, 

such as the utilities and insurance and the required assessment payments to the Diocese to 

maintain our Bishop and the Diocesan Registry Office Staff. The only income we receive is 

income raised from our own regular weekly giving, and, equally importantly, income from 

our Op Shop sales and from some fund raising and some hall rental. However, in this year of 

2020, we have had no hall rental at all since well before the COVID19 restrictions and we 

may not have any again in the foreseeable future. Our Op Shop income has also been 

severely reduced due to necessary COVID19 shop closure for long periods.                                                                          

As we reflect today on our Stewardship of our own resources and our skills in financially 

resourcing our church, what I am really asking you to consider is not: “What is your Carbon 
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Footprint in the world?” But, “What is your Faith Footprint in the world?” This can be a very 

challenging and even confronting question to ask ourselves!  

What is our personal and parish community Faith Footprint in the world?                                                                                                                                         

What difference does your Christian faith make to your personal lifestyle and to the way 

you are involved in your various networks of family, work, sport, schools, volunteering and 

socialising? Have you ever given much deep thought to that? Indeed, how much difference 

should it make? All of us are reading and reflecting on this sermon in print because we 

cannot be at church, and because we have some commitment to our faith and to our 

church faith community. So, your very act of reading this sermon is an expression of your 

Christian Stewardship and of your Faith Footprint.                                                                                                                                                                        

Each time you join with others here at St Mary’s for worship, (when we are finally allowed 

to do so again), you are personally doing or stating a number of things:-                                                                                                                                                                  

Firstly, you make a statement to yourself, to your family, and to others about the 

importance of ongoing and regular Christian Spiritual nurture in your life.                                                                                                                                            

Secondly, you actually leave a Faith Footprint on the worshipping community who has 

gathered here with you. Obviously, you cannot leave a Faith Footprint if you are not here. 

An important corollary of this is that we all miss each other’s personal presence every time 

you or I are not able to be here, for whatever reason. At such times, we each miss one 

another’s faith footprint on the life and energy and well-being of this community. There are 

many family and work, sport and relaxation, as well as health demands that impinge on our 

ability or choice about coming to church each particular week. As your Parish Priest, I fully 

understand that. Stewardship is about making choices about what footprint my faith makes 

in my life and on those who live around me.                                                                                                                                  

Thirdly, and very importantly, you make a statement publicly, by your attendance at 

Church, that Christian Faith and Worship is important and relevant to you and your life. I 

know, for instance, that my own wider family of my three brothers, and their wives and 

children, would never dream of arranging a major family function on a Sunday Morning, 

even when I may be on holidays. Sunday mornings are non-negotiable with me, and have 

been for well over 40 years, and my family and friends know that and respect that.                                                                                                 

Our personal example can leave a lasting Faith Footprint. When I was a child, I was part of a 

non-churchgoing family. My parents must have thought some Christian learning was 

important, as they sent us four boys off to the local Presbyterian Sunday School. At least 

that was true while we were still in primary school. My parents used to get on with all the 

family chores of washing and lawn-mowing and gardening and cooking the Sunday Roast 

while we were at Sunday School, but, in my memory, they never went to church 

themselves. Nor, indeed, did we ever, as a family, go to Church that I remember - even at 

Christmas!                                                                                                                                                                              

What did this say to me as a child? Firstly, that church seemed to be much more a thing 

that children, not adults, were expected to do. In those days, Sunday Schools were 



booming, but regular Sunday adult congregations were not all that large. Secondly, because 

my parents never came to church, it suggested to me, and I think also to my brothers, that 

church and faith were not that important or relevant in my parent’s lives. So then, by 

extension, why should they be to me? Matters were made worse by the fact that none of 

us boys really enjoyed going to Sunday School anyway! Sunday School never, or rarely, 

went into the Church. We always met in the church hall. Sunday School, to me, was always 

strict and disciplined and ‘non-user friendly’ to kids, with little fun and laughter. As a result, 

it always seemed lifeless and boring and irrelevant.  

Thankfully, all the Sunday Schools I have been involved with as Parish Priest in my over 40 

years of Parish ministry, have been quite strongly connected to the Church and Sunday 

worship. They have, I think, been reasonably stimulating and interesting and fun, and most 

children seem to be very happy to be there. These days too, most parents or grandparents 

of the children who attend Sunday School also come to church with them, and this surely 

makes a very important faith imprint on the children. Stewardship of our faith is not just 

about our physical attendance at church and of applying our faith to our daily lives.  

Stewarship is also about the way we financially support the ministry and maintenance of 

our church community and, if we can manage it, in also supporting ministry to the wider 

world by our mission giving. Commendably, this is another area in which St Mary’s has 

achieved a reasonable result in past years. Though, because of COVID19 demands, I think 

we have fallen a bit behind in our proposed yearly target of $1500 for mission giving, which 

this year is to the Newton Theological College in PNG.                                                    

Our regular Sunday giving should be the main way of giving and supporting the ministry of 

the church. Indeed, Sunday envelope giving and open plate and direct debit giving should 

ideally totally fund the clergy ministry of the Parish. However, in most parishes, due to 

ageing congregations and limited incomes, parishes are forced to rely far more heavily on 

the parish Op Shop and on other rental income and fundraising to pay substantial parts of 

their ministry and expenditure needs. We, at St Mary's, are still very dependent on such 

extra income, but, over the past several years, that trend has lessened somewhat due to 

stronger offertory giving levels, which is wonderful.  

Can I challenge you to think about what you do give and how regularly you give?  Can you 

perhaps do better? Can you perhaps make a stronger Faith Footprint? Let’s all share this 

challenge together, both those who regularly come to Church, and those who may, for 

whatever reason, come to church less regularly. May we all be moved to make a 

meaningful regular weekly or monthly offering by envelope or by Direct debit from our 

personal bank account.  Or, maybe, if we are less regular at church, we can make an annual 

donation or occasional donation to the life and work of our church. Please do remember 

that you can now give much more easily and regularly by a weekly or monthly Direct Debit 

from your bank account to the church’s bank account. This makes much more sense in this 

COVID19 restricted life in which we find ourselves. A number of parishioners already do 

this, which is to be commended. Using such a Direct Debit form of giving does mean that if 



you are away for any Sunday or for extended periods, then a regular income continues to 

come in from you to help meet the ongoing expenditure needs of the parish.                                                                                                                             

Stewardship is a vitally important part of Christian and of Parish life in all its many aspects 

of challenge and commitment.                                                                                                                                                         

Remember to ask: What is my Faith Footprint at St Mary’s Morwell and in my wider world 

that I have contact with? 

 

 

 

 


