
DOES BEING CREATED HUMAN SHOW US SOMETHING OF GOD?                                                             

(Sermon 2 based on “God is good for you” by Greg Sheridan – Lent 3 – 24/3/19) 

This is the second in a series of four sermons based on this book “God is good for you – A 

defence of Christianity in troubled times” This book is written by 

Australian author and  journalist Greg Sheridan. Last week I 

explored some reasons for believing in God that arise just from 

reason and rational thought about creation and life as it is. We 

later, after coffee time, had some good open discussion in quite 

a large group about the sermon in the following Lenten Study 

Group. This will take place also today.                                                                                                        

This week, in the sermon, I will go a bit further into exploring 

any signs of evidence from being created human that offer us 

further support for a reasonable belief in God. Tim Keller is an 

American author and Presbyterian Pastor, and he states in his 

book “The Reason for God” that all of our strongest instincts 

and all of our strongest desires that result from being human 

always correspond to some preexisting cause or reality. Hunger indicates the need for and 

existence of food. Tiredness indicates the need for and existence of rest and sleep. Sexual 

desire indicates the need for a sexual outlet and the need for human procreation. This is 

true not only of such physical desires, but also of deeper emotional and personal desires. 

Loneliness implies the need for other people and friendship. The desire to behave decently 

implies the existence of decency as an innate given in society.  

So, one can also argue that the desire for God in almost every culture and across time 

implies the existence of God, however God happens to be imagined. Almost all human 

cultures we know of in history have yearned for and believed in some sort of God or gods. 

They have equally also believed usually in an after-life. The following indicators are not of 

course proofs, but they are very powerful clues to God being the answer.  

In his breathtaking work of scholarship and synthesis, called “The Big Bang to Big Mystery”, 

the Irish philosopher Brendan Purcell explores at length just how utterly unlike we are as 

humans to anything in the animal world. He also explores our professional archaeological 

knowledge of the earliest human burial sites and almost every one exhibits signs of ritual 

and symbolism including tools and tokens for the dead to use in the afterlife. This long deep 

human conviction about the existence of God and the existence of an afterlife with God is a 

powerful piece of evidence about the cause for belief, and the existence of God.                                                                                                                                   

But there is important evidence beyond just the common humanly expressed hunger for 

God. There is also the constant reporting of the human experience of God, subjective 

though these reports may be. Those who hold a strong militant atheist belief deny any 

validity to such personal experiences of God, whether through prayer and contemplation, 

or through a sudden experience of the divine breaking into one’s life. Nevertheless, the 

testimony to such experiences of God is constant and continuous over history. It is strong, 
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frequent, deep and consistent. The fact that such a divine or God experience occurs well 

beyond the confines of the three monotheistic faiths of Christianity and Islam and Judaism 

surely validates that such an experience is to be taken very seriously.  

It is important to note that most Christians of a deep mature faith generally accept that 

other religions do contain some measure of truth about God and of God’s ways and 

purposes. And, indeed, it should be expected that if God created all life and all humanity, 

then God would rightly still desire to have connection with all his created children, no 

matter how poor or ill-formed or ill-judged that connection happened to be. It is certainly 

not inconsistent to claim that Christianity, as revealed in and through Jesus, is fully true and 

yet to allow that other levels of truth are also to be found in all religions because, after all, 

God is infinite in truth and purpose.  

This constant direct experience of God by people of all cultures and of all levels of 

education and of faith maturity is for me one of the most persuasive arguments for the 

existence of God, both within, and above and beyond, our limited dimensions of human 

existence. The transcendent dimension of the God experience is an essential part of the 

human condition. It is not a mistake of perception or of false consciousness or, dare I say it, 

of some sort of universal mind virus.                                                                                                                        

Then there is the argument for God’s existence from a sense of decency in most established 

cultures. This is the idea that the desire to behave decently implies the reality of a pre-

existent decency outside of created humanity. Decency is a moral metaphysical reality. 

Every human being at birth has some kind of instinct that there is a choice between right 

and wrong. Parents and society and peer groups can either enable that instinct or drive it 

underground through the exercise of abuse and violence, though even severely violated 

and abused people do have a deep instinct that all is not right with their world as they 

experience it. A conscience is built into us and many people of faith believe that the 

exercise of conscious or of the choice between right and wrong is positively enabled by a 

divine power that comes from outside of us. Christians call this power, the Holy Spirit.  

Across time and culture, most humans have detected the absolute nature of good and evil, 

and the sense that goodness exists in and of itself. For people of faith that goodness is God.                                                                                                                     

There are other great questions about our existence. A few of these are:  

• Why is there something rather than nothing?  

• Why is there such extraordinary beauty and complexity and human goodness in a 

world, if indeed it is just mere evolution and nothing ultimately matters?  

• Why is it that our world is so incredibly receptive to the ongoing growth and 

evolution of life and more particularly to human life?  

 

Human life, as we experience it, is almost unimaginably unlikely from a mathematical 

and statistical point of view. Human beings are astoundingly unlikely as an evolutionary 

possibility unless there is some ultimate cause and design that is in process from a 



preexistent creator of all things. It is, to me, mindboggling to read Stephen Hawking’s 

books about the profound complexity and unbelievably minute and exact requirements 

that are needed to allow for an explanation of the creation of the world, and to believe 

that this has happened purely from some great unique once off scientifically explicable 

cosmic event. This event we have, perhaps somewhat humorously and over 

simplistically, called the “Big Bang”. The conditions of that Big Bang had to be just 

perfect. If the “Big Bang” had been a bit weaker, then all the created matter would have 

been sucked back into nothingness. If the energy had been a bit stronger, then the 

relevant gases would have dispersed too quickly to begin to form stars and then later 

planets.  

Our universe, and any other possible universe beyond ours of which we as yet know 

absolutely nothing, is full of such statistical unlikeliness that Fred Hoyle, one of the great 

theoretical astrophysicists, and the person who actually coined the term “Big Bang”, 

famously stated: “A common sense interpretation of the facts suggests that a super-

intellect has monkeyed with the physics.” Again, it is an extremely improbable fluke that 

carbon emerged out of the “Big Bang” in the way it did. This requires all sorts of very 

specific conditions in the star building process to be explicable by pure chance or luck. 

Importantly, the formation and existence of carbon is absolutely necessary because it is 

the building block of all life as we know it. The almost infinite improbabilities of the “Big 

Bang Theory” happening by chance without the pre-existent planning and desire of God 

is for me beyond doubt. 

Next week I will explore more of this fascinating question: ‘What does Science itself reveal 

to us that suggests the existence of God?” 

 

 


