
WHAT DOES SCIENCE ITSELF REVEAL TO US                                                                         

THAT SUGGESTS THE EXISTENCE OF GOD?                                                                                                                                          
(Sermon 3 based on “God is good for you” by Greg Sheridan – Lent 4 – 31/3/19) 

In the previous two weeks of this sermon series, I have explored the possible reasons for 

the existence of God firstly solely from rational thinking about the world, and secondly from 

exploring the reality of being human and how that might suggest the existence of God to 

us. Now we are going to explore, in a bit more detail, about how Science itself might lead us 

to believe more strongly in the existence of God. The whole physical universe is held 

together by a series of mathematical constants and if any of them had been different, even 

slightly, we would not have the life-giving universe that we know today.                                   

There are six such universal constants, that so far we know of, and they are:                                                                                      

(i) The ratio of the electromagnetic force to the gravitational force between two electrons. 

Can be called the Gravitational Coupling Constant                                                                                                                         

(ii) The structural constant that determines how various atoms are formed from hydrogen, 

which is the first element in the Periodic Table of elements. There are now believed to be 

102 standard elements that occur naturally no matter how briefly in nature, and then there 

are another 16 elements that have briefly been detected in the laboratory as a result of 

nuclear reactions.   This can be called the Electric Coupling Constant.                                                                        

(iii) The cosmological constant or the energy density of space                                                                                               

(iv) The cosmic antigravity force, which is a theoretical repulsive or dark force needed to 

explain the presence of black holes in the universe.                                                                                 

(v)  The values of force that determine how tightly clusters of galaxies are bound together.                                                                                                                                   

(vi) The number of spatial dimensions in the universe. We as humans seem to live in and 

experience three spatial dimensions, but theoretical mathematicians and physicists suggest 

there are other dimensions around us in space that are too small for us to see and to 

physically experience. The study of this is covered mainly in the complex field of what is 

called “String Theory” where theoreticians have decided that there are at least ten spatial 

dimensions. 

Dyson Freeman is a world renowned and revered British-American theoretical physicist and 

mathematician and well known for his work in random matrix theory – a very Sheldon 

Cooper (from the Big Bang Theory) sort of character.                                                                

Dyson Freeman states:                                                                                                                                             

“The more I examine the universe and the details of its architecture, the more evidence I find 

that the universe in some sense must have known we humans were coming”                            

– or, in my words, there is ample evidence to believe in the existence off the mind and 

purpose of God.  

One scientific response to the spatial unlikeliness of our one particular universe is from the 

well-known, and recently deceased, genius Stephen Hawking, who suggested that there 

may be an infinite number of parallel universes so that humans could get the one that was 

just right. Now, to me, God and Science are very different belief disciplines but if you can 
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believe in an infinite number of parallel universes to try to explain why we exist, then it is 

surely just as easy to believe in the wondrous pre-existent being and creativity of God.  

Scientists have constantly looked for, but never found, incontrovertible evidence of any 

other life forms anywhere else in the universe let alone that of multi-parallel universes! 

That is, of course, apart from the UFO sightings that occur every so often which have never 

been scientifically verified. Perhaps, it just is true that the universe was made by God 

specifically just for us to exist in and to be able to be in communion with God.                                                                                        

All of these statistical and other mathematical wonders, for me, provide no problem with 

also holding a belief in God. Indeed, we should surely look forward to science making many 

more discoveries about the galaxies beyond our own galaxy in this universe, and any 

planets as yet unknown to us, in our seemingly infinite and amazing universe. But, when I 

think of the statistical improbability of our universe and of all the profoundly marvelous 

ways in which it seems to have been arranged for life, these are for me two enthralling and 

very powerful reasons for belief in a creative Being we call God.  

Nevertheless, the author Greg Sheridan rightly states that just because something is 

exceedingly unlikely to happen, it is still logically possible that it may happen. Many 

religious thinkers in the 19th century did get into deep water when, trying to accommodate 

or explain away Darwin’s “Theory of Evolution”, they argued that our God was then the 

God of the gaps that science could not explain. However, gradually, with ongoing scientific 

discovery, the gaps rapidly disappeared and God was left with little or no place to have any 

meaning at all. It became so silly that God was reduced to what some have called the God 

Particle.  

There are many questions that science cannot answer nor does it set out to do so. Similarly, 

there are many issues that faith does not set out to answer, and instead generally accepts 

the answers of rigorously formulated scientific studies. Science and Faith ask and answer 

different questions or, indeed, they can also answer the same question but from totally 

different points of reference which are mutually compatible and reconcilable. 

Science doesn’t try to answer the questions ‘Why is there something rather than nothing? 

or “How did the concept of the human Soul come to be?” or “Why is there both good and 

evil in the world?” or “Why is there a constant need to search for God, if God does not 

exist?” These questions are in the non-science category. Our understanding of God is that 

God in not a being constrained within or by the universe. God is instead the author and 

creator of the universe. On statistically improbable questions, science may yet, in the 

future, make discoveries which show the universe is not quite as statistically unlikely as all 

the current evidence now suggests. For example, what if scientists did happen to find 

intelligent life beyond us in our universe? That would be no problem to the author nor 

indeed to me, for such discoveries do not fundamentally change the reality of the existence 

of God for us.                                                                                                                                                       



The awesome grandeur of the world and the complexity and beauty of the myriad species 

in it, and the wonder of life in all its bounty, are all far more empowering as an argument 

for me of God’s creative power and of the personality of God who desires communion with 

his wonderful, varied and responsive life that is created in this universe. If God spent 14 

billion years in the ongoing creating of all this complexity and beauty, then that strikes me 

as utterly to be expected and characteristic of our infinite God for whom such span of time 

has no ultimate meaning.                                                                                                                                  

For me, our human personality is the greatest clue to the existence of our God. Firstly, 

there is the wondrous mystery of love. Think of the single person you have most loved in 

your life. Is there really no intuition in you that this love will endure beyond the human 

experience of time? Then there are the experiences of happiness and joy and laughter and 

of being deeply moved by listening to music or reading great literature or poetry and seeing 

great art. Why are we so self-aware and so responsive to what is around us? Why do we 

have a conscience? Why do we have an intellect that can think and create and solve? These 

all speak to me of a far greater creative mind and eternal Being than the purely unplanned 

and totally serendipitous results of evolution and the survival of the fittest. Parents don’t 

desire or choose to give birth to, but they do nevertheless treasure and love their children 

who happen to be born with the seeming mistakes of evolution such as Downs Syndrome 

or Cerebral Palsy or Spina Bifida or Autism and so on. Such love and treasuring cannot be 

the reality and outcome of a blunt evolutionary process, but points to a God of love who 

creates us to love all things, even the things that don’t always turn out the way we want or 

desire them. Indeed, without imperfection there would be no need for love and goodness 

and caring. 

And, tell me, do you ever find yourself talking to your inner self? I do it all the time. Who is 

it that you are really talking to? Is it just stupid ramblings to no one but yourself? Or is it 

perhaps trying to communicate and get guidance from that part of your being that is 

beyond your purely physical nature and that is intrinsic to you being human. I believe that 

when we debate with ourselves and talk to ourselves, that often it is the Holy Spirit whom 

we seek to engage in conversation with us, that part of God’s creative Being that abides 

always deep within us, to guide and empower and strengthen us. 

 


