
COME AND SEE                                                                                                                        

 (Sermon for Sunday 19th January – Epiphany 2 - John 1:29-42) 

None of us has probably absolutely freely chosen to be a disciple of Jesus. Some of us were 

cradle Christians through our parents, some of us were invited by friends to come and see, 

some of us were jollied along by the Holy Spirit to scratch a spiritual itch that we had, some 

of us were perhaps curious at what others seemed to think was important to them. 

Statistics across many congregations show that most new Christians and new parishioners 

were actually in some way invited by a friend or family member or work colleague to come 

and see what went on in Church, often through a family occasion such as a baptism or a 

Christmas service or a Pet Blessing or the like. 

Jesus tells us that to be his disciple, we are given the discipleship task of inviting others to 

come and see who and what Jesus claims to be. Indeed, being a follower of Jesus is a                   

life-long journey and often means we can’t always easily answer all the questions others 

may ask us or that we know all the things we want to know about faith and God ourselves. 

Some questions and doubts remain for a long time and may in reality only be answered 

fully when we move into God’s eternal presence.  

Sometimes we are called to follow Jesus before we know in what direction he will be taking 

us. Along the way of discipleship, Jesus promises to gradually open our eyes and hearts to 

who he really is and what that means for us specifically in our own journey through life. 

Everyone’s call and everyone’s journey in Christ is unique and the Bible shares with us many 

stories of the way people have responded to and even rejected God and Jesus across the 

centuries of biblical witness.  

The Old Testament prophet Isaiah, in the first reading today, tells about his own sense of 

call or vocation to be God’s prophet. God called Isaiah and God strengthened his tongue to 

be like a sharp sword so that he could cut through the stubbornness of people’s apathy and 

self-satisfaction. He needed this determination in order that people might hear the 

message of God’s love and mercy and God’s call to justice and equality for all. Paul, the 

great New Testament author and initially very reluctant disciple of Jesus, writes, in his first 

letter to the struggling new Christians in Corinth, of his own call to be a disciple, and of 

everyone’s call to be living saints of God. In the Gospel reading from St John, John the 

Baptist testifies to the crowds that have come to hear his prophetic message that Jesus is 

the Messiah they have all been waiting for. Jesus then begins his ministry by calling two of 

John’s disciples to follow him by saying to them “Come and see” and then inviting others to 

join him and come and see as well.  

This Gospel reading is an Epiphany event, an event of revealing, where John the Baptist 

reveals Jesus as the Messiah and Jesus reveals that his primary ministry is to bring others 

into God’s Kingdom. This is a living Kingdom of sharing God’s love and compassion and 

welcome and justice for all. John the Baptist’s disciples, when called, do then follow Jesus. It 

is perhaps significant that the very first words spoken by Jesus in John’s Gospel are actually 



a question to these disciples “What are you looking for?” They then reply with a rather odd 

question themselves: “Where are you staying?” Jesus had asked a very penetrating and 

very sensible question “What are you looking for?” They respond with a seemingly rather 

silly question back: “Where are you living?”  

John’s Gospel is full of these silly or oddball responses to Jesus. People seem to have great 

difficulty figuring out who Jesus is or what he is talking about. And yet in real life perhaps 

the question of where Jesus lives is not so odd at all. Often when we first meet people our 

first question is something like ‘where do you live?’ or ‘where are you from?’  The reason 

seems to be that we feel we can discern something about a person if we know where they 

are from.  

This is when Jesus replies not with the answer we might expect, but with the invitation 

“Come and see.” Is Jesus actually saying ‘Come and see where I live’ or, is he saying ‘Come 

and see who I am’ then you can answer my first question, “What are you looking for?” For 

in truth, “I am the one you are looking for” With Jesus in John’s Gospel there is always 

mystery and ambiguity, and some distance between his listeners’ perceptions of who Jesus 

is, and the reality of who Jesus really is. Perhaps Jesus’ response, “Come and see” is the 

equivalent of the other Gospels call of Jesus to “Follow me”  

Even the order of the words may be significant in John’s Gospel, as indeed they often are. 

One might expect that the order might have been “see” who Jesus is, then “come “follow 

after him. But the “come” precedes the “see” so that what is implied is that they must first 

follow Jesus if they are then to see who Jesus really is and to see the direction in which he is 

headed and leading them into as well. In a strong sense, that is the way it is throughout the 

Gospel of John.  

The disciples stumble uncertainly after Jesus and, only later, along the way, does Jesus 

correct their misconceptions and misunderstandings and they slowly come to some 

realization of who Jesus is, as if they are looking into a foggy mirror or through dusty glass 

dimly. And for many of us, I think this is so true. We come to Jesus but it is not always a 

clear and easy journey of understanding as we struggle with the meaning of life and our 

place in it. Gradually, after coming and seeing who Jesus is, the disciples then become the 

ones who say to others, “We have found the Messiah. Come and see for yourselves.”  

Later in the Gospel, it is reported that some of those who first followed Jesus no longer 

went around with him as he did not seem to fulfil what they were looking for. Sadly, we 

infer that this is because they couldn’t manage to clean the dust and fog off their mirrors 

and windows to see beyond their own reflections and see through and beyond themselves 

into the bigger picture of the Jesus God had sent to lead them into a new life and new 

visions of being.                                                                                                                              

Sadly, I know of people, and I am sure you do too, who perhaps have attempted to follow 

Jesus, but don’t move beyond the image of God they developed as a child. As they mature 

and grow, that image doesn’t fit the world they now know and are part of, and so, they see 



Jesus and God as totally irrelevant or even non-existent. Their lives have changed, but their 

view of God hadn’t grown with them. Think back over your own faith journey. Think about 

your earliest memories of your first experiences as a Christian as a young child or if you 

were a later convert like myself, what your early ideas about God and Jesus were. Now 

think of all those wonderful and perhaps even scary moments when you learned something 

new and challenging and maybe somewhat lifechanging about Jesus and his message. 

Perhaps there was a piece of scripture you hadn’t noticed before or someone says 

something to you that sheds totally new light on your Christian journey and discipleship.  

Like those first disciples, you came to hear and see about Jesus. You risked your time and 

space and comfortability for him and gradually your eyes were opened more and more to 

whom Jesus really is and what his message about God’s love and forgiveness means for you 

and, through you, to others. You learn about what God’s message of generosity and 

hospitality to strangers, and what that then means in your life. You learn about what God’s 

message of justice for the poor and oppressed and love of your enemy actually means in 

our world where it is so hard to do and live these things. And, if you are anything like me, 

then your eyes are still being opened as you continue to come and see who Jesus is for you 

as your life unfolds and you unfold into God’s embrace within it.                                                                                                                                          

Jesus wants us to invite others to “Come and see”. He wants us to be, if you like, evangelists 

of invitation. We are often uncomfortable with the word ‘evangelism’ and I think for good 

reason. There are, I think, three main reasons for this: Firstly, we have often confused 

evangelism with proselytization. We are not called to badger people into faith or make 

them feel guilty, but instead, we are to invite them to experience something that we find 

really helpful and enabling. Secondly, we have often corrupted evangelism by trying to 

exploit the weakness of others and seeing those without faith as of less value than 

ourselves or as outside of God’s love and so they need saving. When, in fact, Jesus just 

loved people no matter who they were or what they were. Finally, Christ’s own way of 

evangelism was incarnational, that is being born into where people are and where they are 

living, and so sharing God’s message of healing and love and inclusion with them in their 

place and space.  

We are called to live our faith, not just talk our faith. People, of their own volition, should 

be able to come and see that what we believe in is good and healthy and life enabling. Go 

and invite others with love and care and gentleness. Invite them to “Come and see” and go 

with them on their journey of new life and new hopefulness. 

 


