
WOULD YOU VOTE FOR JESUS IN AN ELECTION?                                                               

(Sermon for Pentecost 13 – 8/9/19 – Luke 14:25-33) 

It is almost impossible to avoid all the political issues that bombard us daily on the news – 

Cardinal Pell’s appeal to the Hight Court concerning his guilty verdict re sexual abuse ,or 

Donald Trump and his economic warfare with China and verbal stoushes with many other 

leaders in the world, or Climate Change politics that hasn’t really taken decisive active 

response to this approaching catastrophe, or the ongoing standoff re Brexit  between the 

UK and the EU, or the Hong Kong riots for democracy, or the appalling details of the 

Australian Governments ongoing spiteful involvement in the spying scandal on East Timor 

to Australia’s financial gain at the expense of much poorer east Timor as revealed in the 

Four Corners Report two Mondays ago.  

The list is endless really. Most of our national and world leaders make promises that are 

often not kept, and governments seem to give too much attention to the loudest and most 

vociferous voices, which are often also the most conservative and who use bullying and 

hectoring tactics to get their way despite what may be the mainstream view of the 

majority. Most of us, I think, are a little cynical about the promises and spin, the empty 

words and lack of political transparency and integrity of our politicians in general.  

Who do we believe? Who do we trust the most to guide our nation through the huge and 

demanding issues that face our country and our world? Who do we trust to give us the best 

chance of peace and prosperity and security, whilst honoring our ethical commitment to 

the voiceless and marginalized in our local community, as well as the millions of suffering 

and displaced refugees across our world?                                                                                                                                                       

Our Christian faith calls us to a deep and abiding consciousness of issues of justice and 

compassion and of seeking peaceful and abundant living for all of God’s children no matter 

who they are. Our faith calls us to take a stand with Jesus against aggression and violence 

and injustice of any sort, especially the all too common issue of corporate disempowerment 

and economic and environmental abuse of the poor and oppressed.  

Today’s Gospel calls us to a radical and uncomfortable discipleship. It begins with a small 

scene showing Jesus as a popular leader, in what we could call today electioneering mode. 

Here is the opening verse: “Now large crowds were travelling with Jesus”. Something was 

going well for Jesus. He had large crowds following him. They liked his healing miracles. 

They were spellbound by most of his teaching about God and of about how to live lives 

worthy of God. Jesus was doing well!   

Then the Gospel says Jesus abruptly stopped and turned around and spoke to the crowds. 

Let’s picture it. We can imagine Jesus walking ahead with streams of people following him, 

chattering and debating amongst themselves the teachings of Jesus and what his healing 

miracles might mean about who Jesus really is. Is he really the one they have been waiting 

for? Is he the long-promised Messiah, the anointed one of God who was come to deliver 

the people of Israel from bondage to the occupying Roman forces? Now, Jesus suddenly 



stops and they all cease their chatter to strain to hear the new words of wisdom from Jesus. 

There is an expectant hush and an almost palpable excitement.                                                                                                                                             

And what does Jesus say? Certainly not what they are eager to hear.                                                   

He says instead: “Whoever comes to me and does not HATE his father and mother, wife and 

children, sisters and brothers, even life itself, cannot be my disciple.”                                                        

The crowd becomes very quiet and even a bit edgy. Did he say HATE? I thought Jesus was 

into the love of God and the love of one’s neighbor, and, even incredibly, the love of one’s 

enemies. What can Jesus mean? These things he calls us to hate are our most cherished 

things in life – our families, our parents, our children, our health and possessions. How can 

we be expected to hate them in order to follow this Jesus? Jesus certainly had their 

attention!  We may well ask ourselves did Jesus really mean ‘hate’?  

Or was he, as most scholars believe today, just using hyperbole to gain their attention? 

Using hyperbole means making statements over and above one’s intention just to get your 

listener’s full attention. Jesus was probably saying in effect you must seem to hate all the 

things you love in order to put them in the right perspective as far as your creator God and 

heavenly Father is concerned. You must love God first and above all – then all other things 

will follow in life and loving, but they must all be put in their right perspective with God.                                                                                                                  

But, even so, this is really hard stuff.  

What is Jesus going to say next? Jesus is on an oratorical roll.                                                              

He goes on to say: “Another thing, if you will not carry a cross for me, then you cannot 

follow me”.  

They gasp! A cross? You must be joking! That’s a hated instrument of torture used by the 

Roman occupiers of their land. Why should we want to carry a cross of shame and death? 

What does he mean? Is he going mad? We today should remember that a cross for us has a 

very different and even a powerfully life-giving meaning through the death and resurrection 

of Jesus. This is a very different meaning than it had for the shocked hearers of Jesus time.  

Jesus then adds: “Anybody who begins to build a tower (or in today’s language does a major 

home renovation) without counting the cost, runs the risk of looking stupid when he runs 

out of money and he cannot complete the job. Any King who goes to war without first 

considering whether or not he has the troops to win the battles, may look really idiotic as he 

has to sue for embarrassing and humiliating terms of peace. First count the cost of all your 

plans and decision making.”  

“Oh, and just one more thing”, says Jesus, “You cannot be my disciple unless you give up all 

you have and then follow me!”  

Wow! This is a pretty in your face challenge from Jesus to his hopeful followers. There 

probably should have been another verse added here in Luke but there isn’t. That verse 

should perhaps have said that suddenly people were totally confused and disenchanted, 

and they turned and left. Jesus’ following had suddenly decreased markedly.                                                                                                 



What Jesus had to say was challenging and demanding. It was not easy to be a Christian 

back in those early days of Christianity. And for very different reasons, it is not easy to be a 

Christian in today’s world, with so many conflicting demands on our time and commitments 

and the many challenges to faithful belief and living. Jesus clearly tells us not to expect a 

garden of roses, at least not roses without lots of thorns!!  

Living the Christian faith is a challenge.  It is not only about getting up on a cold and frosty 

or rainy winter’s morning for Sunday worship, when you might much rather stay in a warm 

bed and get a nice sleep-in. Or, perhaps, having a free Sunday morning to do your own 

thing. It is more about consciously resetting our compass with God, about bringing all our 

week’s hassles and challenges and decisions and upsets to God, and thus hopefully find 

much better discernment, peace and ability to make wise, compassionate and ethical 

decisions.  

What does God demand of us in the coming week either at home, or at work or wherever 

we find ourselves? How do we carry the cross of Christ daily and what is that cross? Jesus 

seems to tell us clearly in many places that this cross is the cross of loving service. That it is 

the cross of showing forgiveness in the face of stupidity and thoughtlessness. That it is the 

cross of giving compassion to those whose life choices have led them into trouble and pain 

or who have suffered the abusive behaviour of others. It is a cross that calls us to have a 

meaningful responsibility and accountability for all our words and actions in life.  

What does God call us to be and do our families and in our relationships? What does God 

require of us in our choice of TV or internet watching? How does this shape our knowledge 

and our ability to critically and ethically respond to social and political issues especially 

locally, but also nationally and internationally? How do we influence our children and 

grandchildren to make better life choices?                                                                        

Today’s Gospel is about counting the cost. About discerning and questioning and 

demanding the best in the living out of our lives. There is a cost to every choice and 

decision we make. There is a cost to every issue we fail to respond to, or assess properly. 

There is a cost to every challenge we rise to and to the ones we avoid. If we want to follow 

Jesus, there is a cost.  

But, in the end, what Jesus ultimately desires of us is life-giving and soul-enhancing for us, 

and enables a deeper integration of heart and mind and soul. Jesus may not be the Way in 

which most Australians choose to walk. Jesus may not be the Truth that most Australians 

think they need or want. Jesus may not be the Life that most Australians disinterestedly or 

selfishly choose to ignore.  

But, we believe, by Jesus’ life, and his ongoing presence with us in the power of the Holy 

Spirit, that Jesus is the best Way of living and the best insight of Truth for us and the most 

enhancing Life for us to live. He asks people to be willing to journey with him.  On hearing 

today’s Gospel challenge of Jesus, would you follow Jesus and vote for Jesus in an election? 


