
WHO IS THIS CHRISTMAS JESUS?                                                                                      

(Sermon for the Sunday After Christmas – 29/12/19) 

Christmas is the beginning of the story of the human Jesus. But, the story of Jesus begins 

in the Gospels not with Jesus but with some other ordinary people. Most importantly, the 

story begins, in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, with Mary and Joseph who are just 

two very poor people living in the quiet, small backwater village of Nazareth. I’m sure if 

Jesus had not grown up in Nazareth then it would now be a forgotten and unimportant 

dot on the Israeli landscape. Now, of course, it is a major tourist destination and a 

significant city in Northern Israel, an area called in Jesus’ time the region of Galilee. 

Indeed, when the future disciple Andrew on first meeting Jesus, encourages his friend 

Philip to come and listen to him, Philip responds by saying, “Hmph! Can anything good 

come out of Nazareth!”  

Yet, God chose an ordinary peasant couple from an 

insignificant village like Nazareth to be the dramatic 

vessels of God’s inbreaking presence in our world 

through the birth of God’s only Son Jesus. All the 

much loved and famous stories of the birth of Jesus 

are found only in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.                                                     

On the other hand, the Gospel of Mark begins his 

gospel account with the adult Jesus who is about 30 years of age. Jesus is beginning his 

short three-year ministry of teaching, healing and welcoming those who listen into God’s 

open kingdom of love and justice and peace.  

John’s Gospel, however, is very different. It begins by declaring that Jesus is the Word and 

that the Word was in the beginning with God before the start of the world’s creation. 

Jesus the Word was spoken by God and the world was created through him. Now, 

creation begins anew as Jesus the Word is spoken again into creation through his birth 

and life as the human Jesus.  

Jesus the living Word is preceded by John the Baptist, the prophetic word of God. John 

the Baptist is described as “the voice of one crying out in the wilderness” Not only is John 

out in the desert, in the wilderness, where God’s prophets are always to be found, but 

John is also out in the wilderness on the edge of a psychological and spiritual place and of 

a people that don’t really understand and know who God really is. It is a wilderness place 

devoid of people with any true relationship with God, because the current religious 

system of Judaism effectively keeps the ordinary people locked out of any ability to be 

close to God.  

 

 



So, John cries out into this wilderness, “Listen to me. I am a voice crying out into the 

wilderness of your lives. I am opening up the way to God. All of you will then be able to 

walk along that wonderful highway of truly coming to know your God. You are all 

welcome.”                                                                                                                                     

 John has been described as a voice that is like a bell ringing loud and clear and his 

presence like a transparent piece of glass. Through him you can both hear and see the 

wonderful loving presence of God coming into the world. It is very significant that the 

Gospel of John begins not with the birth of Jesus in a manger but with the sublime 

proclamation of a much more profound reality. This Jesus that is now in the flesh with us 

as a fragile baby, is also the Word of God that was present right from the beginning of the 

World’s creation. 

 In the birth of God’s Son at Christmas is somehow also contained the infinite being of 

God right from the birth of all things and ongoing into eternity. This is really heady and 

mind-boggling stuff! As the Word, Jesus Christ is God’s self-communication, the major 

means of the establishment of the divine-human interaction and communion. God didn’t 

just say “I love you” through a prophet or an angel. God instead sent his Word “I love 

you” to be born as a human being and who speaks to us of God’s love and welcome and 

deep desire for full relationship with us. John’s Gospel says that Jesus, the eternal Word 

of God, came to “dwell” among us. The actual Greek word that we translate as ‘to dwell’ 

is a special word which means ‘to put up your tent’. So, God came and put up his tent 

among us so that God might live right there with us and journey with us wherever we go 

and wherever we may move our own tent of life.                                        

Jesus is God’s Word to the world, or if you like God’s living sermon to us. In the first 

chapter of the Bible, in Genesis chapter one, as God’s first act in creating the world, God 

says, “Let there be light”, and there was light and God saw that the light was good. Now 

here in Jesus’ birth, we have a new story of Creation and, as the first chapter of John’s 

Gospel states, in Jesus was all the essence of life and that life is the light of all people.  

This light shines in the darkness and the darkness can and 

shall never overcome it. Humankind’s darkness and 

violence and greed and selfishness can never overcome the 

light that always dwells through the Holy Spirit of Jesus 

Christ living with us.                                       

The Incarnation, the event of Christmas, the birth of God in 

human flesh, the Word made flesh, is the supreme 

example of God’s determination, right from the beginning 

of the world, to be with us no matter what it takes and 

what we do in our own willfulness to try and derail the 

process. Jesus was not just the greatest person who ever 

lived. He was not just a great teacher and moral example. 



He was not just a very gifted healer and wondrous miracle worker. He was in reality God’s 

Word – God’s creative Being made flesh!                                                                                                 

 So here I stand on this somewhat anticlimactic Sunday after Christmas and all the buzz 

and excitement of Christmas to say to you that God is with us. The light of God in Jesus 

Christ shines in the darkness and the darkness will never overcome it. This is an 

absolutely wonderful and awesome thing to contemplate and to believe in. May Christ’s 

birth always live and shine in your hearts and minds even when darkness and doubt 

threaten to overwhelm us. 


