
 
  
  
  
  
 

Storms without and within 
We all face tough times- whether it comes as a gi-

ant like Goliath or the unexpected storms which 

wreak havoc in our usual ways of living. 

I find the story of Jesus calming the storm is a very 

helpful passage to meditate on when I am stressed 

or anxious. I imagine the waves pounding my little 

boat of life. I name them- what are the things/

people that are causing me grief? Naming them 

allows me to quantify them- to see clearly what 

they are and not let them be bigger than they actu-

ally are. I recognise what is within my control and 

meditate about what I can do to effect change, asking Jesus into that part of the  storm. I ask for 

wisdom to ‘see’ what is beyond my control and I have learned to leave those aspects to God. I recall 

Jesus’ amazing power- it’s like drawing courage and discipline to act from his strength. And I re-

member that there are other disciples (who might your support people be?)  in the boat with me: 

together we can overcome knowing that Jesus is there and will bring calm. 

A prayer for Reconciliation 

From Reconciliation Day (June 

6th until the end of NAIDOC 

week (July 11th) we have includ-

ed a focus in each Sunday ser-

vice on Reconciliation. The altar 

frontal was inspired by a paint-

ing used to promote Reconcilia-

tion Week this year which was 

painted by Jessica of the Waru-

mumgu/Wombaya people of 

Tennant Creek. The message is 

‘Reconciliation takes action!’ It’s 

not good enough to have the 

right ideas or even say the right 

things; the challenge is for each 

of us to out these into practice.  
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Lord God, bring us together as one,  

reconciled with you and reconciled with each other. 

You made us in your likeness, you gave us your Son, Jesus Christ. 

He has given us forgiveness from sin. 

Lord God, bring us together as one, different in culture,  

but given new life in Jesus Christ, 

together as your body, your Church, your people. 

Lord God, bring us together as one, reconciled, healed, forgiven, 

sharing you with others as you have called us to do. 

In Jesus Christ, let us be together as one. Amen. 

The painting of the frontal was started by the children at Sunday School and lots of adults  had a go during 

morning tea. We discovered that Revd. Kathy is a star at banner making as she efficiently  neatened up the 

paint work .  Each person was invited to add their name to a felt figure as a commitment to reconciliation.  



 

Jack is a regular at the Sunday 

8am service where he performs 

the role of server at Holy Com-

munion.  

Jack’s quiet and friendly way and 

his dignified approach to serving 

are greatly appreciated.  

What is his secret to being so fit 

and capable at 90? He walks 

about 5 or 6 km each day, he 

still serves as timekeeper for the 

at seniors Morwell Football Club  

and he is interested in people 

and what is happening around 

him. 

God bless you Jack! We appreci-

ate your friendship and your 

many years of service. 

I was nominated to the Parish of 

Morwell and remained there for six 

or seven years during the years of 

the great depression in the thir-

ties.  My first impression on arrival 

in Morwell was if you met anyone in 

the street and asked for the wherea-

bouts of the Church of England they 

would look at you blankly and say “I 

dunno”.  I decided to correct this 

impression.  I go down on record as 

refusing to live in the old dilapi-

dated Rectory.  It was damp, dingy 

and on the edge of a swamp, and not 

a fit place to live in.  So the Vestry 

agreed to rent a house for us until 

further consideration could be given 

to the problem.  What was needed 

was a completely new start for 

Church and Rectory. 

It was not easy to persuade people 

to pioneer a new venture in later 

days than the pioneering period of 

early settlers.  We got our sights on 

an eleven acre block of land on the 

corner of the Princes Highway and 

Morwell North.  However, the own-

er who lived in Albury would not 

sell any portion of the land.  Buy 

the lot or none at all.  We didn’t 

want anything but the plot on the 

Princes Highway, but the owner 

was adamant.  We then proceeded 

to form a public syndicate on the 

understanding that the Church 

would have the corner block. A lot of 

trouble arose over the transaction, 

but eventually we got our 

block.  The remainder of the eleven 

acres was subsequently subdivided 

and today is all built up. 

All of this business took two or 

three years before we could proceed 

with the building of a new Rectory, 

and  it has to be remembered it had 

to be done in the midst of the De-

pression when money was in short 

supply.  I often had to wait as long 

as three months for my stipend be-

cause of this.  Yet we took our cour-

age and faith in our hands and ar-

ranged a bank loan to finance the 

building of the Rectory.  Plans were 

drawn up or a building which had to 

have limits placed on it because of 

the financial stringency of the 

times.  We moved in as soon as it 

was completed.  After all the trau-

ma of those days in getting a fresh 

start it was painful experience for 

me in later years to face the Synod 

as the only opponent to a motion to 

place this valuable land on the 

Schedule of the Sale of lands 

Act.  The corner block was to be 

reserved for a new Church some 

day, but the Vestry of the day being 

hard pushed for money received a 

tempting offer from a petrol compa-

ny to buy the land.  However, the 

Bishop-in-Council decided not to 

sell but accepted an arrangement 

with the petrol company to lease the 

land for an extended period.  My 

plea now would be to withdraw that 

land from the Sale of Lands Act. 

The old Rectory was sold privately  

 

and later the old Church was sold to 

the Education Department.  The 

Church held a sentimental value to 

me since it was the place in which 

my father and mother were married 

on 8th February 1894.  They rode on 

horseback from Dumbalk to Mor-

well – a distance of some forty miles 

through the bush – on a blazing  hot 

day.  Archdeacon Langley drove his 

buggy and pair from the Glebe at 

Rosedale for the ceremony.  The Rev 

A Gamble of Morwell was evidently 

a Deacon and not licensed to per-

form marriages, hence the need for 

the Archdeacon. 

A bit of history: from Archdeacon Benn 1930s Morwell priest 

Congratulations!  

Jack Huxtable turns 90 
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After a break due to COVID 19, Angli-

care is once again very pleased to accept 

our donations of food , other essential 

items or toiletries.  

When I took the first basket of our offer-

ings to the local office, the receptionist 

had been employed since the donations 

had stopped and she was amazed at 

people’s thoughtfulness, assuring me 

that these items would be gratefully 

received.  

Items can be placed in the large cane 

basket in the narthex. 

 

 

 

Suitable items include: 

Pasta, or Rice 

Pasta Sauce 

Large plain Tuna 

Noodles 

Hearty Soups 

Baked Beans/ Spaghetti 

Long life milk 

Cereals, Porridge Oats 

Toiletries, soap 

 

 

 

 

  

COVID has made funerals quite difficult, especially when 

family members live far away. Gwen Mathieson was well 

known at St Mary’s for many years as treasurer of the 

Caritas group,  

When Gwen died last year, it was during one of the longer 

lockdowns and it was not possible to hold her funeral at St 

Mary’s as her family live in Melbourne. Another attempt to 

hold her memorial was thwarted by the recent snap lock-

down. On June 13th we finally were able to hold a time of 

remembrance at which many of her friends in the parish 

spoke of their memories. Betty Lowe, who was a great 

friend visiting her at St Hilary’s regularly placed some 

lovely camelias on the altar and then near her niche. 

If you have a loved one who died and you were not able to go 

to their funeral here are some helpful ways to remember 

them. Find a photo of them and recall the day and many 

others like it where you enjoyed their company. Light a can-

dle, giving thanks to God for their impact on you and oth-

ers. Write a letter saying what you wish you had taken the 

time to say or do. 

God our creator, giver of life and all that is good and 

true,  

we thank you for the life of your servant, Gwen.  

We are grateful for the impact she had on our lives, 

For the good times we shared, 

Those memories which we hold regularly, 

and those which catch us by surprise. 

Thank you for her life, in Jesus’ name we pray, 

Amen. 

Anglicare Giving basket resumes 

Gwen Mathieson remembered 
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Keep on learning:  

Exploring Faith Matters (EfM) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fosick and Find had a visit from ‘new 

‘volunteer! As the cold weather took a toll, a 

certain volunteer found it much warmer to be 

Parish contacts: 

https://www.stmarysmorwell.com 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmorwell 

morwellanglican@outlook.com 

Rector: Rev Sue Jacka 0409 757 170 

Associate priest: Rev Kathy Dalton 

Music and More 

A new playgroup is starting in Mor-

well. ‘Music and More’ is designed by 

teachers experienced in the develop-

mental needs of young children. 

Each session will include craft, a 

structured music and activity ses-

sion and some free play time. Ses-

sions are interactive and fun, de-

signed to encourage positive interac-

tions between parents or caregivers 

and their child/ren. Morning tea for 

both children and adults is provided. 

The cost of each session is only $5 

per family as we are aware of the 

many costs involved in raising a 

family today. Concessions available. 

When: Tuesday mornings 9.30-11am 

during school term. 

Where: 6 Latrobe Road Morwell, St 

Mary’s Anglican church hall.  

More Info: Sue Jacka 0409 757 170  

morwellanglican@outlook.com. 

EfM is is an adult learning program that seeks to ena-

ble people to see and to experience the connection be-

tween Christian faith and daily life. EfM helps us to 

interpret the richness of the church’s faith in our com-

plex world and to express it with confidence, in both 

words and actions, in our day-to-day lives and in our 

own communities. EfM is formational and transforma-

tional for Christian life and ministry. 

We do EfM in small groups led by trained mentors. 

Through individual study, sharing discoveries and ex-

ploring our faith together, we learn to think theologi-

cally. We connect what we come to know of the Chris-

tian tradition with our ordinary daily activities. 

We plan to start a group for people new to EfM at  

Morwell. See Rev Sue or Jaimie Miller for more details. 

EfM Alumni is also a new group, but for people who 

have completed EfM and want to refresh their learn-

ings.  

  Drop In Art Group 
Bring your own art/craft projects 

and meet with others to be in-

spired and encouraged. We’ll have 

time for a chat and cuppa as well 

as making art! 

Gold coin donation to cover drinks 

and bikkies. 

Fridays 12.30-3.30pm St Mary’s 

hall.  



 


