
ARE YOU ABLE TO WALK ON WATER?                                                                               

(Sermon for Sunday August 9th – Pentecost 10 – Matthew 14.22 - 33) 

I am a great lover of reading novels and books on Australian History and Australian 

Characters and about our First Nations history and fight for rights and justice as well. One of 

the magazines I used to subscribe to, but sadly is no longer in production, was called 

“Australian Heritage” and its articles were all about early history and historic places and 

people and flora and fauna, and Aboriginal culture and heritage as well. One of the 

constant themes in these articles was the most important place of water and boats and 

shipping and of the ocean in defining much of our history both pre- and post-European 

settlement.  

Australia as we know is a very isolated island and much is its coastline is very far distant 

from any other near neighbours. Much of our history is about exploration and coastal 

settlement and migration by boat and of fishing expeditions and industrial and recreational 

activities closely connected with our huge coastlines. Even our few large river systems were 

very dependent on travel by boats. Access to water and water travel have been vital in our 

nation’s history of the past 200 years, and in the history of our First nations people for 

thousands of years before that.                                                                                                                                              

Boating and water have also been significant in our Biblical stories. We have Noah’s ark and 

the great flood, Moses and the parting of the Red Sea, Jonah and the whale, and many Old 

Testament references to trading by ship with other Mediterranean and Middle Eastern 

nations. Then, of course, we have Jesus and his disciples fishing on and teaching by the Sea 

of Galilee.  

After Jesus’ Resurrection follows the early spread of the Christian faith throughout the 

Mediterranean by St Paul and other missionary Apostles. Many of the great Gothic and 

later Victorian-age Churches across our nation and world also carry the theme of boats in 

their design with the roof of the church resembling an upturned boat in which we are all 

sailing with God. Indeed, the word “nave” used for this part of all churches comes from the 

Latin word for boat. The image is very definitely meant to symbolize that when we gather 

for worship, we are all in the boat of life together trying to support one another as we ride 

out the storms of life in the often challenging and even fearful waters around us.  

Sometimes we face calm seas and prosperous voyages both personally and, as a Church, 

and at other times there is much stormy weather, such as we have experienced with 

COVID19 and with the awful bushfires last summer. Sometimes, we may even feel at times 

becalmed and ‘in the Doldrums’ and going absolutely nowhere. The Doldrums, as you may 

well know, is a nautical term for the belts of ocean near the Equator where the North and 

South Trade Winds blow against each other and cancel each other out, leaving sailing ships 

horribly becalmed in hot tropical conditions sometimes for weeks on end.                                  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14%3A22-33&version=NRSVA


In today’s Gospel, we heard again the well-known story of Jesus’ disciples out in a boat 

travelling across the Sea of Galilee from one side to the other, when a huge storm arises, as 

it often does on that inland sea due to the warm land air currents. Jesus had just performed 

the amazing spectacle of the ‘Feeding of the 5000’ with just five barley loaves and two fish. 

The crowds of people were amazed and then were pressing on Jesus for more and more 

healings and the meeting of their needs.  

So, Jesus tells his disciples to leave in a boat for some quiet time over the other side of the 

Lake, while Jesus stays and settles down the crowd.  But apparent disaster faces the 

disciples as a huge dangerous storm arises and threatens to swamp their little boat. They 

are in mortal fear. Then out of the storm comes a figure walking on the water towards 

them. No human has power over the forces of nature, so it is not surprising that when the 

disciples see this ghostly figure coming though the storm towards them, that they are 

deeply afraid. But this ghostly figure says to them, “Have no fear, it is I” In the Greek of the 

original Gospel, the words are ‘ego eimi’ which literally means ‘I am I’.  

This powerful statement reflects the great Old Testament 

story of Moses and the Burning Bush where God speaks out 

of the bush. Moses asks God what his name is, and God 

replies, ‘I am I’ or ‘I am who I am”. This ghostly figure reveals 

himself as Jesus and by saying these words to his frightened 

disciples, he is saying that he is no other than the living 

presence of God among them.                                                                                                                                    

Three of the four Gospel writers record this story of Jesus 

walking on the water and calming the sea and each of them 

links this story to the preceding story of the feeding of a 

huge Crowd. This juxtaposition proclaims that God feeds us 

and gives us what we need to survive, and will walk out to 

and with us in our stormy passages of life to bring us safely through, if we just trust his 

presence to provide us with a way through it all.  

It is interesting that Peter, the other main character in this famous story, does not say “Lord 

if it is you, command the winds and the storm to stop.” After all, Jesus had already done 

this once before, in this Gospel, when the disciples were out fishing and Jesus is asleep in 

the boat, and they wake him up in fear and ask him to quickly do something. So, Jesus 

commands the storm to cease and all was calm. But Peter this time does not say “Calm the 

storm, Jesus”, instead he says “Lord, if it is you, then command me to walk to you on the 

water.”  

What an extraordinary request! For most of us, I think, that would be the last thing we 

would want to do. To get out of the boat, in huge waves and fierce winds, and walk to Jesus 

across the water. It seems to indicate something of Peter’s absolute faith in the power of 

Jesus. What is Jesus’ response? “OK Peter, get out of the boat and come to me”.  



Peter does get out of the boat and start to walk on the water as he looks at Jesus. But then 

he lets his eyes wander and sees the storm raging around him and he begins to sink. He 

cries out to Jesus to save him and Jesus calmly stretches out his hand, and, in an instant, 

both Peter and Jesus seem to be back safely in the boat and the storm ceases. Why did 

Peter sink? Clearly, it seems because he took his eyes off Jesus. He then had become 

overwhelmed by the fury of the storm and his fears and doubts took away his ability to 

focus back on Jesus and have absolute faith.  

I’m sure we are all like Peter most of the time. It is so easy to get overwhelmed by life and 

its problems and to lose focus on our faith. In this passage, Jesus, God in the flesh, is doing 

battle with chaos on the waters of life. This is just like in the story of the Creation, when 

God speaks the Word and brings order out of chaos and new life, and light, and peace 

comes into our world. So here is an important and comforting acted teaching of Jesus for 

those of us who may be beset by storms and traumas and seemingly insurmountable 

challenges in our life and those of our loved ones.                                                                                                                                          

The other thing to remember is that Jesus was already coming through the storm to the 

disciples in the boat, walking calmly on the tempest-tossed waves. He was already coming 

to them in their need even before they called for help. What does Peter the Rock do? He 

wants to get out of the boat and go to Jesus. But his faith and trust is just not strong 

enough. Peter the strong rock sinks like a stone! It would have been better for him to wait 

in the boat, because Jesus was already coming there to them in order to calm the storm 

and take them back to safety.                                                                                                            

Sometimes, we want to abandon ship when it gets too uncomfortable and hard. But then 

we risk sinking and losing everything. We sink in faithlessness and hopelessness. It is often 

hard to hang on in there when everything seems to be against us. This story asks us to 

imagine Jesus coming towards us through the storm we are facing., and to remain in the 

boat until Jesus gets into the boat with us and calms the storm of chaos around us.  

Over the years, I have not ultimately feared the storms of disharmony and bigotry and 

disunity that have assaulted the life of the Church over many issues over the years. I could 

have easily left the boat and let it sink in the storm without me. Instead, I believed that 

Jesus was there in the storm walking towards us, and peace and eventual calm will prevail.  

It is important to trust in a God who will feed the 5000 with seemingly very little to start 

with and then in the end have plenty of basketfuls of food left over for any future need, and 

who will come out with us in the storms and tumults of life and, if we keep our eyes on 

Jesus, then he will never let us sink and will take our hand and settle us back into the safety 

of the boat of faith. 


