
WHERE IS YOUR DECKCHAIR ON THE CRUISE SHIP OF LIFE?                                             

(Sermon for Sunday 16th February 2020 – Epiphany 5 – Matthew 5:13-20) 

You probably wonder why such a strange theme for a sermon, as I am not touting for a 

cruise ship travel company and I have never been on a cruise ship in my life!                                                                                                                              

Many years ago, I used to regularly enjoy reading the famous cartoon strip called “Peanuts” 

with Charlie Brown and his dog Snoopy and friends Linus and Lucy. They were sort of 

classics of their time and often had some ironic wise comments to make on life. I even had 

two small paperback books called “The Gospel according to Peanuts “and “The parables of 

Peanuts” which contained some wonderful spiritual, psychological and social comment out 

of the mouths of these characters.  

One of my favourite “Peanuts” cartoons starts with the amateur psychologist Lucy, who has 

set up her stall in the front garden with a sign which says “Psychology Booth – 5 cents a 

session”. Charlie Brown stops and asks her what she is doing.               

Lucy says to Charlie: “Life is like a deck chair, Charlie Brown. On the cruise ship of life, some 

people set up their deck chair at the rear of the ship, so they can see where they have been. 

Others set up their deck chair at the front of the ship, so they can see where they are going. 

Which way is your deck chair facing Charlie Brown?”                                                           

Charlie Brown looks suitably puzzled and then says glumly: “I can’t even get my deck chair 

unfolded!”                                                                                                                                            

At times, I have felt exactly like Charlie Brown in some life situation. Have you? Sometimes, 

I wish I could stop the cruise ship or the merry-go-round of life of life and just get off. To 

have time to stop and reflect, and unfold my deck chair and not go anywhere for a while. I 

guess one of the main reasons why we come to Church and listen to the readings and the 

sermons is that most of us are engaged in a life long search for meaning in our lives and for 

help in having a meaningful response to life and help in meeting with a God in which we can 

truly believe. 

In many and diverse ways, God does reach out to us, even in comic strips, but it is so hard 

to discern that and experience that. Our deck chair is perhaps not always in the right place 

on the cruise ship of life to be able to hear and see something that is meaningful for us.                                  

Sometimes, we are totally derailed or set adrift into unknown territory by a tragedy in our 

lives or by appalling events that happen in our world. Sometimes events leave us 

benumbed and helpless and asking many questions of our sad world and our own fragility 

of life and of God’s purposes in it all.  

Such events could be ones like the current catastrophic bushfires in our nation and local 

region, or unbelievable tragedies  like the Twin Towers Terror attacks on Sept 11 2001 with 

around 3000 fatalities and 25,000 injured, or the Boxing Day Tsunami in 2004 that alone 

killed nearly a quarter of a million people in the Pacific Rim and the total destruction of 

whole areas leaving a devastated moonscape behind.  



Sometimes the narrow and uncaring response from Church and political leaders to such 

events can leave us devastated as well. I remember carrying out a spirited debate in the 

local paper with a Presbyterian Church Pastor and Professor in my local area, who claimed 

that the Boxing Day Tsunami was God’s judgement on a sinful world and particularly the 

apostate Muslim World. It caused great outcries against the Christian Church until I entered 

the debate and roundly condemned him for his attitudes. I received huge support.                                                                                                             

More recently, such statements that came out of Sydney Diocese and its Archbishop last 

year concerning the Same Sex Marriage Debate and his proclamation that people who 

supported gay people and same sex marriage were not welcome in the Church, sent shock 

waves throughout many in the Christian Community and caused a great backlash against 

the church in general. How does a Christian person who believes in a loving, generous, 

welcoming God deal with such catastrophic world events and such appalling statements 

from Church leaders on major issues?                                                                                   

I guess part of the answer is that it depends on where your deck chair is on the cruise ship 

of life!! Is your deck chair facing into the wall so you don’t have to see things and respond? 

Is your deck chair facing backwards always holding onto what has been acceptable and 

afraid to change position? Is your deck chair confined in an area where only those who 

conform to particular rules can go? Or is your deck chair constantly on the move finding the 

best and most enabling view of life and the world?  

Getting back to that Presbyterian Minister’s statement about the Tsunami and the 

Archbishop of Sydney’s statement about Same sex Marriage, these responses come out of a 

very narrow view of God and Christ, which places huge barriers between those who are 

deemed acceptable to God and those who are not, according to a very narrow and rigid set 

of beliefs. Such people espouse what they call a “Bible- based” faith which allows no 

dissenters. They are often summarized in what Sydney ultra-conservative Anglicans would 

call the four great “alones” of the Reformation: “Scripture alone, Christ alone, Grace alone, 

and Faith alone”.  

The point of the word alone is what it excludes. In it, there is no place for good works 

unless faith is the motive. There is no place for doubt. There is no place for other faiths 

anywhere in God’s plan. There is no place for anyone who doesn’t interpret the Bible in 

exactly the same literalistic way that is defined by Sydney Anglicanism’s extremely narrow 

standards.                                                                          

There are many objections to such a narrow intolerant view of scripture and of Christian 

faith. One of the major objections must be that even a casual reading of the four Gospels 

will reveal how out of tune this view is with the Jesus of the Gospels. Some of the greatest 

teaching moments of the Gospels such as the  Sermon on the Mount, of which today’s 

Gospel is a small part, or the story of the Good Samaritan in Luke’s Gospel , or the Gospel of 

John’s story of Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan Woman at the well in Samaria are 

precisely about a Jesus who is not confined by acceptable strict rules or about who is 



allowed to be inside or outside of God’s love. All are welcome in God’s Kingdom is the 

ultimate thrust of Jesus’ ministry.  

In a key passage in Matthew’s Gospel Chapter 23, Jesus describes the liberating and 

merciful principles on which God does judge people.                                                                  

Jesus says, “I was hungry and you fed me. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. 

I was in prison and you visited me.”                                                                                                                        

And his hearers reply, “When were you hungry or thirsty or in prison and we helped you?”                              

And Jesus replies, “When you did this for the least of God’s people, you did it for me.”  

There is no mention of bible-believing worthiness or the need to adhere to strict ethical or 

moral guidelines to be worthy of God’s love and compassion. It is, to me, impossible to 

imagine Jesus ‘getting hot under the collar’ about observing doctrinal or liturgical fine 

points of the law. What would Jesus think today about a Christianity that excludes the 

leadership of women, when women were so important in Jesus own ministry? Or of a 

Church that excludes others because of their sexuality solely based on a couple of verses in 

Paul and the Old Testament, when Jesus clearly put God’s love and compassion and mercy 

above any religious law or observance? 

One of the most unsavoury aspects of current Sydney Anglicanism is the concentration on 

sin and guilt, without Jesus’ strong compensating ministry of forgiveness and welcome to 

all. Jesus was clearly a friend of sinners and a seeker of the lost and socially outcast. He 

loved them and welcomed them and hoped to enable them to find better ways of being for 

themselves, without judging them.  

Jesus was equally scathing about the religiously self-righteous and the rigid observance of 

ritual practices that were not solely focused on enabling access to God’s love and 

compassion for his people.  

Where is your deck chair on the cruise ship of life? Are you on the main deck of Jesus’ boat, 

welcoming all people to safety and hope as we navigate the stormy seas of life? 

 


