
IS PEACE AT ANY PRICE REAL PEACE?                                                                                      

(Sermon for Pentecost 3 – Sunday 21st June – Matthew 10:24-39) 

Do you have a favourite verse or passage from one of the four Gospels?                                         

Do you have a verse or several verses that have challenged or inspired or given you comfort 

and continue to do so?                                                                                                                                         

Can you think of such a passage? Perhaps you have several such passages.                                                                                                  

Maybe it is John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that 

whoever believes in him may not perish but will have eternal life.”                                            

Or maybe it is Matthew 11:29: “Come unto me all you who are weighed down and are 

carrying heavy burdens and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me 

and I will give you rest, for my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”                                          

Perhaps it is Luke 10:25 – 37, telling the story of the Good Samaritan, or Luke 15:11-32, the 

story of the prodigal son and the welcoming father.                                                                             

Perhaps it is Matthew 5:12 which is the teaching of Jesus called the Beatitudes.                                     

Or perhaps John 14:1: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God believe also in me. 

In my Father’s house are many rooms,,, and I will take you there… for I am the Way, the 

Truth, and the Life”                                                                                                                                               

Or, finally, perhaps Mark 12:30 – 31, which declares perhaps the most heard and most 

popular of Jesus’ teachings: The two great commandments – “Love God with all you heart 

and soul and love your neighbour as yourself.”                                                                                                         

There are also I am sure many others!!! However, I have never heard anyone state that 

their favourite Gospel passage is the one we heard this morning.                                                      

Listen again: “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth, I have not come to 

bring peace but the sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter 

against her mother….” and so on. 

 This is not exactly the most attractive and inspiring part of Jesus’ teaching, not literally one 

that anyone would, I think, want to live by it each day!!                                                                                      

This is one of the more difficult parts of Jesus’ teaching. For a new Christian it probably 

comes as a complete surprise to hear Jesus say so unashamedly that there will inevitably be 

such division and separation when people choose to follow him. This is very uncomfortable 

hearing. Yet the Gospel writers didn’t airbrush out this difficult part of Jesus’ teaching. It is 

here before us and we have to try to make some sense of it. Jesus is often called the Prince 

of Peace and the King of Love and the Good Shepherd, and yet here he seemingly proclaims 

violence and family breakdown!                                                                                                               

Nearly all of us are probably deeply connected and committed to our families and to their 

well-being. In our fairly settled and peaceful communities in and around the Latrobe Valley 

and Gippsland, is it relevant and helpful to read and proclaim such divisive and aggressive 

words? Indeed, I have known some clergy who have censored such passages out of the 

Sunday readings. They leave out what they see as the hard and unpalatable bits of Jesus’ 
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teaching. But we can’t do that with integrity can we? Jesus said these things for a reason 

and the Gospel writers have included them!   

So, we need to struggle to understand what possible importance and relevance these 

words had for Jesus’ listeners at the time, and then somehow translating that relevance for 

us today.                                                                                                                                                

Last week in my sermon at St Mary’s Morwell, I talked about the difficulties of coping daily 

with our own emotional responses and coping with the responses of anger and 

thoughtlessness and stupidity of others. Not many years after Jesus’ awful death and 

amazing resurrection, there was considerable persecution of this new sect of believers in 

Christ which was initially called The Way. This persecution came from two directions.  

Firstly, strong persecution from the Jewish religious leadership, who found this new Jewish 

sect both blasphemous and dangerous in maintaining the very unstable peace with Roman 

Authority. Secondly, there was severe persecution from the Romans as well, who saw this 

new sect as both treasonous and destabilising. They would not bow down to the god-image 

of Caesar, the Roman Emperor, which was a state law, and they already had a fraught 

relationship with Judaism itself.  

We should remember that this new sect of those who saw Jesus as the longed-for Messiah, 

still saw themselves as part of Judaism. However, they were increasingly excommunicated 

from Synagogue worship, and Jewish father indeed was pitted against Christian son and 

mother against daughter, and divided family relationships did occur. Families regularly 

denounced their sons and daughters who followed this new way. Divisions and squabbles 

had even arisen quite early in the new Christian gatherings themselves, as they, often 

angrily, debated over whether circumcision was now needed for men who became 

followers of the way and were not of Jewish origin, and whether Christians still needed to 

offer the traditional Jewish taxes and animals for the Temple sacrifices.  

As we well know, similar such divisions still occur today in the Christian Community, though 

on very different issues, such as women in ordained leadership and same sex blessing of 

marriages. Indeed, there is still father against son and daughter against mother, and anger 

and even violence can happen over deeply held positions.                                                                                                                                         

Jesus knew that conflict was going to be part of any community which was trying to live 

together with all their differing views and backgrounds and inevitably competing needs and 

agendas. Many of Jesus’ teachings and statements do have their stark elements of paradox 

and sometimes of apparent antithesis. For example, Jesus’ constant teaching of the two 

great commandments to love God and to love one’s neighbour and to seek forgiveness and 

compassion and loving care in all we do, and yet he can say such words as in this morning’s 

Gospel which seem to be at total odds with his focus on love. And yet, I think, there is 

definitely a deeper truth in Jesus’ difficult words today. His teaching sadly can bring division 

and discord.  



This is not because Jesus wills or wants it! It is because we are so often caught up in our 

own selves. We are not good at emotional control, or control of our pride and desire for 

getting our own way, which we know, in hindsight, may be prove to be at times wrong or 

misguided. We all struggle with our human brokenness and our imperfections, and these 

sadly get the better of us and resultant hurt follows.                                                                                                                    

Jesus, the bringer of God’s love and peace to a broken, hurting world, and the healer of 

pain and suffering, was himself violated and broken and killed by our own power plays and 

bigotries and demands for conformity to the old ways. Jesus would not conform to the 

governing norms which entrenched social injustices. He came to bring new and 

discomforting and demanding choices to our world. These will, in the end, bring ultimate 

peace and healing and justice for all. However, in the short term, they can bring 

misunderstanding and trauma and hostility as we battle our own sinfulness and selfish 

desires for control and success and personal pride.  

We only need to look at the absolutely appalling history of the treatment of black and 

coloured Americans, not just during the scandalous period of slavery, but even in our own 

lifetimes. Martin Luther King was a great Christian pastor and prophet who suffered 

appallingly for his faith and his undaunted belief in basic justice for his downtrodden black 

and coloured brothers and sisters. He was degraded and beaten and imprisoned many 

times by Christian believing men and women, even many clergy, who saw black people as 

unworthy of equality and full inclusion in community. The words of Christ do ring so true 

here. We cannot sit back and shake our heads in sadness and anger at this, for our own 

Aboriginal brothers and sisters have had much the same treatment, and they continue to 

have a totally unacceptably high mortality and suicide and incarceration rate which is many 

times higher per capita than those who are white.                                                                                                                

In the Gospel today, Jesus ends this difficult and challenging passage with the extremely 

important and life-changing words: “Whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is 

not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 

sake will find it.”                                                                                                                                           

This is in fact the first time that Jesus mentions the cross in Matthew’s Gospel, and it must 

have been hugely confronting, and deeply confusing, to his hearers. The cross was to his 

hearers solely a symbol of excruciating violent death and of treasonous criminal behaviour. 

We today hear the word ‘cross’ and we immediately filter the word and see instead a 

symbol of triumphant victory over human suffering and sin, and of resurrection power and 

life.  

Jesus wanted his hearers to recognize that his radical life-changing teachings are not always 

peaceful and comfortable to the status quo. They can bring pain and division, as we begin 

to cut away any injustices, and those beliefs that hold us back or burden us down. Take up 

the cross says Jesus. The cross which leads to death in some way but ultimately, through 

Jesus Christ, leads to life and renewal for all. For those who lose their life for my sake, who 



give up their old hurting and unfulfilling life for Jesus sake, will find new life for themselves 

and so empower the world around them to seek to do the same.                                                                                             

I think deep down we all know there is truth and power in today’s words of Jesus. It is 

uncomfortable to hear these words. But, ultimately, to follow Jesus’ way requires some 

radical surgery and change in our society’s deeply held positions of power and 

comfortability and security. For these positions to survive and operate, they almost always 

rely on maintaining discrimination, power imbalance, social injustice and bigotry. Jesus calls 

us to let go of the world’s imperfect and deeply compromised way, and to find a new 

direction into God’s peace which is not as the world gives, and is a peace which surpasses 

all human understanding.                                                                                            

Now, returning to the theme of this sermon: Is peace at any price real peace? Or is real 

peace that which the world cannot give by itself, but instead needs to take up a different 

way, the way of the cross, and find God’s peace and love and justice as revealed in Jesus 

Christ. 

 

 

 

 


