
. 

 

Quilts for sharing 
 

Winter is not my favourite season, so I need to remind 
myself of some of its benefits. Like the Psalmist, we all 
enjoy the ‘green pastures’ that make up so much of the 
Gippsland countryside. I know that we need the rain 
which often comes in winter.  
Grey days when it rains and the cold wind blows make 

me want to stay inside in the 
warmth. They remind me that I too 
need to take time to replenish my-
self; conversations with a friend, 
leisurely meals, longer times spent 
in prayer and reflecting on God’s 
word are all nurturing. 
   Deciduous plants lose their 
leaves, exposing their underlying 
shape which was hidden with full 
leaf cover. It’s a good time to prune 
for a better shape and a healthier 
plant. Similarly it’s helpful to pare 
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The parish has been given a large number of beautifully made quilts by the 

Australian Quilters Association. These ladies make quilts for people in need 

but they have not been able to be distributed due to COVID. We have already 

given quite a few to people who will appreciate their warmth and beauty. 

There are quilts in all colours and different sizes. If you know anyone who 

would be encouraged by a gift of one of these quilts, please contact Rev Sue 

and you can choose one to suit that person. We are not allowed to sell them.  

back the layers of our busyness and 
the ‘stuff’ which hide our true shape 
and to allow God to prune us so that 
we can enjoy more life-giving times. 
   Those plants which flower over 
winter bring special joy because so 
much of the garden is dormant. This 
reminds me to seek out those peo-
ple with quieter ways and to notice 
their gifts and graces.  
   May you also find God’s blessing 
this winter.  Rev Sue 
 



 

Ray was born in Suva, Fiji the third of 8 siblings. He moved to NZ 

where he met his wife Bobby and they had three daughter. In 1983 

the family moved to Australia where their son was born.  He works 

with Ramahyuck with their justice branch, helping people who are 

due to be released from jail and those who are now back in the 

community. 

Ray has found acceptance and God’s peace at St Mary’s where he 

hopes to take a more active role. He was baptized last year and is 

one of our confirmation candidates.  Unfortunately, the scheduled 

confirmation service has been postponed until October 24th.  

The Parish of Morwell in my day 

included Morwell, Hazelwood, 

Yinnar, Middle Creek, and Mor-

well North.  It was in Morwell 

that our two daughters – Ruth 

and Dorothy were born – and 

added to our joys. One incident 

lies embedded in my memory of 

Morwell.  Heavy floods following 

on sustained rain caused a great 

flood in the Latrobe River and 

many farms were inundated.  A 

call came to go out into the flood 

stricken area to rescue an elder-

ly lady so I joined a party on a 

big lorry and away we 

went.  The lorry was high 

enough to get through the flood 

waters and we reached the farm 

house to find the water lapping 

around the building.  The old 

lady weighted some twenty-two 

stone and was helpless.  We 

wheeled her out to the lorry in a 

wheel chair and had the utmost 

difficulty in getting her up into 

the cabin.  It was raining heavi-

ly all the time and we naturally 

tried to get her out of the weath-

er.  By dint of pushing rolls of 

fat here and there we eventually 

worked her through the cabin 

door and made for Morwell.  On 

arrival we had the same difficul-

ty of getting her out and into the 

safety and comfort of a relative’s 

home.  The ordeal proved to be 

too much for her and she died 

about a fortnight later.   

After the rescue of the old lady 

another call came for assistance 

at another farm where a whole 

herd of milking cows were 

stranded all around the home-

stead the floods were still ris-

ing.  This time I borrowed a 

horse and set out with others to 

the rescue.  We swam on the 

horses over about half a mile of 

flood water and reached the 

farm.  An attempt was made to 

drive the herd into the water 

and drive them to safety.  But 

not one cow would 

budge.  Things were made worse 

with a bull charging around so 

we thought that if one cow could 

be dragged with a rope around 

her horns and a horse rider on 

the other end the others might 

follow.  Having got her afloat 

the rider had to keep on drag-

ging her through the floodwa-

ters to safety.  We could not in-

duce one cow to follow in spite of 

much whip cracking, shouting, 

pushing and sooling the dogs 

on.   

Perhaps the cows showed better 

sense than we did, for if they 

had gone in a mob it is almost 

certain many or all would have 

been swept to their doom, for 

animals seem to make no at-

tempt to swim against the 

tide.  There was nothing else for 

it but to drag each cow separate-

ly through the swirling wa-

ter.  There were about five of us 

on horseback and we spent the 

rest of the day dragging, snort-

ing and struggling cows across 

the stretch of water.  One diffi-

culty was to keep the horse’s 

head upstream for they tended 

to want to go with the tide and 

at the same time we had to keep 

an eye and an arm on the 

cow.  However, we successfully 

got that herd of some fifty cows 

to safety.  I don’t remember 

what became of the bull but he 

was a menacing factor while the 

rescue was being effected.  That 

night radio 3TR in reporting the 

floods and referring to me said 

“if he was as good at saving 

souls as he was at saving cows 

there would not be an unsaved 

soul in the parish”. 

Our history Part 2:  
from Archdeacon Benn 1930s Morwell priest 

Profile: Raymon Naidu 
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 Lay readers and others wanting to 

gain a deeper understanding of how 

and why certain things happen in a 

service of Holy Communion will find 

this video very helpful. Bishop Richard 

made it for a diocesan Lay Reader’s 

training day and he explains the ser-

vice very well. You can use this link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=8s_s1nWvw84 or search for  

Lay Readers- Communion with  

Bishop  

Richard. 
 

 

We concluded our Reconciliation 

season with a special liturgy 

which utilised prayers written by 

Aboriginal Christian leaders from 

different traditions. Rev Kathy 

Dalton and Andrew Atkinson 

spoke and Andrew and his family 

presented us with a creation dance 

which he choreographed to bring 

an indigenous understanding of 

the Creator Spirit’s work in 

Genesis 1. It was a powerful 

service, encouraging us all to work 

for greater understanding. 
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Afternoon Tea 
 

Saturday 21st  August 

2-4pm, St Mary’s; $5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A lovely event to bring a friend to. 

Please come along! 

 

NAIDOC week service 

Recent storms caused significant damage to the rectory 

BBQ area. Ken Peake has been utilising his engineering 

skills and has made a study frame to hold new panels. 

These will be much sturdier and will hopefully resist any 

future storm damage.  

This means we have some slightly damaged wooden 

lattice panels which are free to a good home! If you 

have a use for them, please contact Rev Sue 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8s_s1nWvw84
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8s_s1nWvw84


 

 

Parish contacts: 

https://www.stmarysmorwell.com 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmorwell 

morwellanglican@outlook.com 

Rector: Rev Sue Jacka 0409 757 170 

Associate priest: Rev Kathy Dalton 

Music and More 

A new playgroup is starting in Mor-

well. ‘Music and More’ is designed by 

teachers experienced in the develop-

mental needs of young children. 

Each session will include craft, a 

structured music and activity ses-

sion and some free play time. Ses-

sions are interactive and fun, de-

signed to encourage positive interac-

tions between parents or caregivers 

and their child/ren. Morning tea for 

both children and adults is provided. 

The cost of each session is only $5 

per family as we are aware of the 

many costs involved in raising a 

family today. Concessions available. 

When: Tuesday mornings 9.30-11am 

during school term. 

Where: 6 Latrobe Road Morwell, St 

Mary’s Anglican church hall.  

More Info: Sue Jacka 0409 757 170  

morwellanglican@outlook.com. 

 
When someone is facing a terrible loss, people are often very 
uncertain about the best ways to help them. It is good to be in-
formed about common grief reactions so that we are better pre-
pared, both for ourselves as we experience loss situations and 
as support people for others. Grief is a complex but entirely 
normal human reaction to all sorts of loss situations. I clearly 
remember in my pastoral ministry studies learning about grief 
and realising that some of these reactions were things I had 
experienced when my eldest child was born with Down Syn-
drome. Grief is not limited to when we lose a loved one. 
 Revd Canon Graeme Macrobb has shared a very help-
ful resource which I have had posted on the St Mary’s website 
under the resources section. The chapters are listed below. 
Please feel free to have a look at this e-book- its 49 pages are 
well worth reading.  
1. “I feel like I’m going crazy.” 
2. “It’s so hard to come to church.” 
3. “No one understands what I’m going through.” 
4. “I thought being a Christian would protect me from the pain.” 
5. “I want to grieve like a ‘good Christian.’” 
6. “My relationships have gotten weird.” 
7. “The second year is worse than the first.” 
8. “Guilt is eating me up.” 
There is also a useful list of common grieving emotions. I liked 
this description: Grieving people often experience many emo-
tions at once. Grief emotions are not orderly, but are more like 
a tangled ball. And some of the emotions on this list are polar 
opposites! Having an idea of what is normal in grief can be 
helpful for grievers. It also provides a carer with a good starting 
point for asking more focused questions and knowing what kind 
of care to offer. 

  Drop In Art Group 
Bring your own art/craft projects 

and meet with others to be in-

spired and encouraged. We’ll have 

time for a chat and cuppa as well 

as making art! 

Gold coin donation to cover drinks 

and bikkies. 

Fridays 12.30-3.30pm St Mary’s 

hall.  



 


