
13th September. Matthew 18: 21-35  Rev Kathy Dalton 

To Be Forgiven is to Forgive.  
To Forgive is to be Forgiven.  
 
Peter says to Jesus, “How many times do I have to forgive my brother who keeps sinning against me?” 
I think we all have to forgive that one annoying person who will always wrong you in some way.  
It could be the one person that bumps your shopping trolley every shopping day.  
Or it could be that one person who gossips about you always. Or it could be that one person who has 
physically or sexually and mentally abused you over many years. There could be minor and major sins or 
wrong doing against you. So, I think sometimes it could be hard to forgive and forget.  
 
Now Jesus said to Peter, “You must forgive seventy times seven.” 
 So that could mean for your whole life, you must forgive people who have wronged you in some way. 
Over and over again. That can be hard to do for some people. Especially if your heart is hardened, 
sometimes it can hard for you to forgive.  
 

We are taught as a young child to say sorry to the person we 
have hurt. And we are taught to forgive that person. I will 
share with you two stories.  My daughter was in a fight at day 
care with this girl that picked on her and made fun of her all 
the time and my daughter just got sick it so she hit her and 
they both were fighting. I was called to the day care and 
asked my daughter to say sorry because she hit her first. My 
daughter said, “No because she always picks on me all the 
time.” My daughter heart was hardened and hurt that no one 
believed her and because of the mental abuse that girl had 

done to her over the months.  I was sad that this was happening to my daughter and I was sad that my 
daughter could not forgive. I did say sorry for my daughter’s action. As two wrongs don’t make it right. 
  
Jesus tells Peter to forgive and to learn how to forgive. Because Peter will one day betray Jesus and, in that 
betrayal, he will find guilt, hurt and shame because he did not acknowledge who Jesus is and Jesus will 
forgive him. I remember when I was with my first boyfriend, he was drunk on the train we were travelling 
on and he started to physically and mentally abuse me back then. I was only young, too scared and 
ashamed to tell anyone. And he knew I believed in God. He said to me, “Do you love me more than God?”  
I thought, “Why would he ask this question?”  I was scared and confused. I said, “I love you more.”               
I felt so ashamed and guilty in my spirit. I was reminded that God is always there.  
 
I cried to God and said, “Forgive me, you know I love you and forgive him, he doesn’t know anything about 
you.” But over the many years I had to learn to forgive that person for the mental and physical abuse. Of 
course, when I became stronger and older, I did leave that relationship. We have three children together 
and he has moved on with another family too. Jesus has told us to forgive seventy time seven every day. 
But remember, we are only human and we all make mistakes. 
  
 Now Jesus tell Peter a parable about what the kingdom of Heaven is like. How the King decided to check 
all his servants accounts. There was a servant that owed him one million dollars. The servant did not have 
enough money to pay back his debt, so the king ordered him to be sold as a slave with his wife and 
children. In order to pay his debt. What fear that would have put into the servant and his family, to be sold 
as slaves. To be owned by someone else and knowing your freedom as you know it for you and our family 
will be taken from you. That was a time in our world and our history where it was common to be sold as 
slaves and to become servants in people’s homes.  
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The servant fell on knees before the King. “Be patient with me,” he begged, “and I will pay you everything.” 
The King felt sorry for him, so he forgave him the debt and let him go. 
So, the King felt sorry and forgave the servant. The King would have felt empathy and compassion and 
understanding and the unconditional love and forgiveness in his heart that comes from the grace of God.   
Did the king have a realization of God’s forgiveness for him and for his servant and for his sins?  
God has given us a second chance and many more. It is by God’s grace and mercy, love and forgiveness 
that we should be able to forgive others. Forgiveness is grounded in the mercy of God and offers Good 
News to our world and community in which we live and to our families, friend and to people that have hurt 
us the most.  As Christians in the church, we too must set an example of being Christ-like to others.  
 
The servant was now set free and went to find his fellow servant who owed him money. He started to 
choke him and yelled at him saying, “Where is my money you owe me?” His fellow servant fell down on his 
knees and begged him, “Be patient with me, I will pay you back.” But he refused and threw him in jail. How 
quickly did the servant forget that he was in this same position a moment ago and was shown grace and 
mercy and forgiveness by the person who was in authority over him, just like he was in authority over his 
fellow servant. We have the authority to make our own decision, whether we forgive or not forgive.  
 
The other fellow servant saw this and became very upset about what had happened and went to the king 
and told him everything. The other fellow servants had compassion and felt sorry and knew what had 
happened was wrong. So, the King called in the servant and said, “I forgave you the whole amount you 
owed me just because you asked me to. You should have mercy on your fellow servant just as I had mercy 
on you.”  
Now the King was reminding the servant about the mercy and forgiveness that was shown to him, which 
he should have shown to others. The King was very angry and sent the servant to jail to be punished and to 
pay back his whole amount. The King was making him an example by sending him to jail where the servant 
would have time think about mercy and forgiveness . 
  
Jesus concluded, “That is how the Father in Heaven will treat every one of you unless you forgive other 
people from your heart.”  
I too had to forgive from my heart, but my daughter couldn’t yet so I had to on her behalf. 
Peter too will have the realization of God forgiveness and love through Jesus Christ soon.  
 
God loved us humans so much he sent us Jesus to teach us God’s truth of love and forgiveness.  
God sent Jesus to die on the cross for the sins all mankind and for you and for me.  
We are forgiven by the Cross and Blood of Jesus. 
 Therefore, we must forgive to set that example of Christ.  
To be Forgiven is to Forgive. 
To forgive is to be forgiven. 
 
Mathew 6.14-15. “If you forgive others the wrongs they have done to you, your Father in heaven will also 
forgive you, But if you do not forgive other, then your Father will not forgive the wrongs you have done.”  
 
 
The Lord be with my brothers and sister in Christ. 
Amen.  
From The Reverend Kathy Dalton.  
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